SCIENCE

broad scale, like the rest of the educational programme?
These are questions that the Home Secretary should be
investigating, if it has not been done akeady.

After the specialised schools of mathematics come those
of law and medicine. These have been organised with
special care, and need no extension. Law and medicine
cannot avoid specialisation; for they are studied only by
those who are going to practise the professions for which
they are indispensable.

Generally speaking it is not the business of the specialised
schools to give the preliminary instruction, which, to be
adequate, must include the elements of most branches of
knowledge, and which, as given in the lycees, fits young
people, when they reach the age of discretion, to adopt one
or other of the professions. On the contrary, it is their
special business to teach some particular branch of know-
ledge from A to Z, so as to make a well-educated young
man useful to society in some particular profession.

It follows that a school for advanced study is not n.
educational establishment, in the ordinary sense, but an
establishment devoted to the instruction of men destined
for some particular science or learned profession.

Mathematics, physics, natural history, medicine, and
jurisprudence are all sciences, because they involve facts,
observation, and comparison; because the discoveries which
they make one by one accumulate, and form a series,
linking age with age, and extending every day the scientific
domain; and because the facts and 3ieir relationship, the art
of classifying them, and the method of observing and
comparing them, can be taught and understood.

The Minister wishes to have schools for the advanced
study of literature: yet if the above considerations ate
sound, it is difficult to attach any meaning to the term.
It is intended to teach eloquence, to teach poetry. But what
remains to be taught in, these subjects, beyond what every
young man has learnt in his rhetoric class at school? It only
takes a month or two to understand the structure of poetry,
or to learn how to analyse a speech. To write well in verse
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